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The animals noticed that their friend, the lion, had grown
older. His body started to become weaker and he had
also lost his eyesight; so, to help their dear friend they got
together to come up with a plan!

After much deliberation, the animals decided it was
important to make sure the lion could live comfortably,
and to provide him with all that he needed. In exchange for
this generosity, the animals asked if he would guard and
protect their children while they went out to work and hunt.

The lion was so excited and happily accepted, and from
that day he looked after the children and patrolled their
homes to keep them safe.

One day, a sly fox from the neighbouring forest passed
by. He was young, fit, and strong. As he made his way
through the forest, he heard the sounds of little ducklings
playing. His excitement grew as he realised there were no
adults in the forest protecting the children.

The fox launched for his feast, but as soon as the little
ducklings saw him, they started to scream and called the
lion for help.

The good lion heard the calls for help. “Who goes there?”
he roared loudly.

After realizing the lion was there and before he was about
to flee, the fox quickly noticed the lion's old age and poor
eyesight. He decided he could take advantage of the
lion's weakness to get what he wanted.

Humbly, he said to the lion: “It is |, the fox. | came to seek
your knowledge and wisdom. I've heard so much about it,
and as you can see, I'm still young and in need of much
guidance. Do not worry about the children. | am not some
heartless criminal here to kill innocent children. Will you
accept me as your guest and student for the day?”

g Naively, the lion accepted to host the fox and welcomed
/7 him: “I admire the respect and good manners you show
@» my children. You possess the qualities of an astute
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student. Of course, | would be happy to share my wisdom
with you".

The fox sat with the lion conversing for a while until the
lion became tired and fell asleep.

Once the fox was sure the lion had fallen into a deep
slumber, he jumped on the little ducklings and gobbled
them up. He left their bones and feathers in the lion's
house and ran away.

Sometime later, the lion was woken by the sounds of the
animals calling out for the little ducklings and he hurried
outside to see what the commotion was all about.

Everyone searched for the little ducklings, with the lion
leading the search party. With his poor eyesight, he
hadn't noticed the bones lying in his home.

They searched and searched to find them. Still not able
to find the ducklings, they began to question the good
lion. Entering his home to search, they were shocked
to find the remains of the ducklings. The animals’
suspected that the lion had eaten their poor children and
they became angry and started to beat the traitorous lion
without even giving him a chance to explain.

The lion didn't think of the pain caused by the blows and
he didn't think of his failing strength, after once being
known as The King of the Beasts. He could only think of
the fox's treason.

How could the mighty wise lion fall for the tricks of a
cunning fox? How could he put his trust in one, who does
not deserve it? He had caused his friends to question his
integrity and honesty.
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The good lion fell and passed away, without the animals ¥

knowing of the heartache he felt.




